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First in a Series: 2010 census--making it count
Accuracy key to more $
By David Boon
Staff Writer
Shipments of the H1N1 fl u vaccine 
have arrived, but some people have not been as receptive 
as they should be about getting vaccinated.
“The levels of fl u activities in South Texas are 
still above the numbers that we normally see,” 
said Dr. Brian Smith, regional medical director 
for the Texas Department of State Health 
Services, Health Service Region 11. “I think 
it is important to note that we’ve still had 
deaths. I think in the last four weeks we’ve 
had seven deaths in South Texas alone.”
In the past couple of months, Smith 
said some television stations have 
reported that the H1N1 fl u was over, 
but it never was. 
“We peaked the second wave, 
but that’s all we did,” he said.
Since April 2009, the H1N1 
virus has been spreading 
around the world, enough 
to cause a pandemic. 
In May, the World 
Health Organization 
raised the 
p a n d e m i c 
alert level 
for the 
H1N1: It’s not over yet
By Jacqueline Vasquez
Staff Writer
• See ‘Census,’ Page 10
• See ‘H1N1,’ Page 11
This year, the future of entire communities will be 
placed in the very hands of the people who make 
them up.
With 2010 comes a fresh constitutionally required 
census, a chance that can be a boon to the Rio 
Grande Valley. Census data is used for 10 years 
to determine everything from distribution 
of $400 billion annually nationwide to the 
placement of public resources such as 
hospitals and schools. However, the 
Census Bureau will have its work 
cut out for it.
“Cameron County is a diffi cult-
to-count county because 
there are 100 colonias in 
this county, little pockets 
of people that are in 
rural, unincorporated 
areas that don’t live 
on streets with 
a d d r e s s e s , ” 
said Antonio 
Zavaleta, 
s p e c i a l 
Assistant Professor Cristina Ballatori and Associate Professor Michael Quantz play their instruments Jan. 8 on center stage in the Arts Center performance hall.
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This semester’s Welcome Week takes on a 
new theme by encouraging others to reuse old 
items.
“We’re hoping to do a theme about not 
just civic responsibility, but at the same time 
thinking about being energy effi cient,” said 
David Marquez, a Judicial Affairs coordinator 
with the Dean of Students Offi ce. “The theme 
is ‘Scorpion Challenge: Small Steps Lead to 
Big Results.’ And that can be in anything, 
like studying a little bit more can lead to 
better grades. … Ecologically--recycling, 
using recycling bags, recycling batteries. So, 
that’s what we want to center it around and 
our activities will have a little bit in there as 
well.”
The events kicked off Saturday with 
Move-in Day at The Village at Fort Brown, 
the student housing complex, and continue 
through Jan. 27. Traditional events have been 
custom-tailored to fi t an eco-friendly image. 
The information tables will have a large, 
stationary campus map instead of the map 
copies that used to be distributed to students, 
and will also feature information on how 
students can decrease their carbon footprint. 
The tables will be set up from 8 a.m. to 
noon and from 4 to 7 p.m. Tuesday through 
Thursday in the Lightner Courtyard, the 
Endowment Courtyard, the Student Union 
and the Education and Business Complex 
Courtyard.
“In addition to the usual information 
that students get, we’re also going to have 
collection boxes where they can bring in 
items like old keys, used batteries,” Marquez 
said. 
On Wednesday, students will have a chance 
to expand their network with a Student 
Involvement Fair from noon to 2:30 p.m. on 
the Student Union lawn. Refreshments will 
be served, and a pep rally will introduce the 
baseball and golf teams. 
With Friday come two video game 
tournaments. Student Life is sponsoring a two-
person Modern Warfare 2 tournament at 1 p.m. 
in the Student Union’s La Sala and Campus 
Recreation is sponsoring a Wii tournament 
at 3 p.m. in the Recreation, Education and 
Kinesiology Center. Registration for both 
events starts one hour prior.
“The [Modern Warfare 2] tournament’s 
going to be a BYOC--bring your own 
controller—two-on-two, double-elimination 
tournament,” said Student Life Director 
Sergio Martinez. “A customized Modern 
Warfare 2 controller will be the major prize.”
Events continue on Saturday with the 
UTB/TSC Baseball Team’s Opening Day. 
The opening ceremony starts at 2 p.m., with 
a performance by the UTB/TSC Drumline. 
The game will be free of charge to all and free 
hot-dog combos will be given out to the fi rst 
200 visitors. 
 “We’re going to have a club competition 
for our most spirited club for the chance to 
win $100,” Martinez said. “We’re going to 
have a few T-shirt drawings both before and 
during the games.”
Campus Police will offer tips on how to 
prevent crime and how to save money by 
maintaining your car from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Jan. 25 in the Endowment Courtyard. 
Also taking place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
will be a Reduce, Reuse, Recycle Fair, held 
in the Student Union’s Gran Salon. Attendees 
may drop off items for recycling. The fair 
marks the start of a Recycled Art Contest, 
where participants will be encouraged to 
reuse old items to make art.
On Jan. 26, Student Health Services will 
host a fair from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Then at 6 
p.m., Noche Bohemia, a coffeehouse-style 
event with live music, will take place in the 
EDBC Courtyard.
“We’re trying to get a local student artist 
to play different music, catchy music, relaxed 
music,” Martinez said. “It’s not a whole, 
blown-out rock concert; it’s more of a relaxed 
evening.”
Welcome Week wraps up with a Join-a-
Club Day from 5 to 7 p.m. Jan. 27 at the REK 
Center.
Board Game Night in La Sala will also 
take place from 5 to 7 p.m. that day, followed 
by a showing of the movie “The Incredible 
Hulk.”
ON CAMPUSThe Collegian January 18, 2010 • Page 3
Flexible Retirement Income
Bob Richardson CLU, ChFC
REGISTERED FINANCIAL CONSULTANT
(956) 542 - 1775
Investment Advisor Representative with and Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through 
Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc (TFA) member FINRA, SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor.
Non-securities products and services are not offered through TFA.
LD3916-08/09
The university will commemorate the late 
Martin Luther King Jr. during “An Evening of 
Celebration” at 6 p.m. Thursday in the SET-B 
Lecture Hall.
“I think that it is important that we honor 
Dr. Martin Luther King for his contribution 
to the Civil Rights movement,” said Deloria 
Nanze-Davis, the organizer of the event and 
assistant to the dean for the College of Applied 
Technology and General Studies.
This year, the keynote speaker is Deborah 
Crawford Lozano, an assistant attorney 
general for the Offi ce of the Attorney General 
of Texas.
Lozano will speak about her experience as a 
young child growing up in a segregated United 
States and watching King’s movement.
“I was lucky enough to sit down in my 
living room and watch [on TV] as changes 
were made in the country,” she said.
Lozano believes the change King brought 
was for everyone and that it must not be 
forgotten.
The 13th annual event will include musical 
performances by junior psychology major 
Maxine Davis and the Children’s Voices of the 
Rio Grande Valley. History Professor Manuel 
Medrano will honor King with a reading.
King was assassinated in April 1968.
Remembering 
King’s legacy
By Elizabeth A. Perez
Staff Writer
Think green for Welcome Week
By David Boon
Staff Writer
Physical Plant employees Juan 
Morales (left) and Jose Torres 
work Jan. 7 to shield palm trees 
from a cold front that dipped 
temperatures below freezing in 














of the air 
flights.”
D a n i e l 
Hernandez, psychology major
“I feel that 
there’s a 
glitch in 
s e c u r i t y 
that needs 
to be fixed, 
but I also 
feel that 
it would 
cause a lot of 
problems for 
honest citizens 
when they’re trying to do simple 
things like cross the border or 
board a plane for no fault of their 
own.”
Alejandro Hernandez, Spanish 
major






g o o d 
agenda, as 
far as taking 
care of safety 
issues, 
so I feel safe.”
Diana Castro, education major
“I feel that 




there has to 
be holes in 
the system 
that the U.S 
is using right 
now and it’s more 
than easy for somebody to find a 
way to slip through or to get away 
with something, and I don’t think 
that one mistake should condemn 
the whole system.”
Ismael Figueredo, music major
--Compiled by Cleiri Quezada
--Photos by Frank Espinosa






L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r
student oapbox
Sold on recycling
Some words on the 
environment, not the global one, 
merely our little piece of the 
planet here in deep South Texas.
Brownsville took a decent step 
in banning plastic bags. Now, the 
trees will have true leaves, not 
plastic-bag types!
But Brownsville’s several 
environmental groups have yet to 
decry the West Loop Toll Road/
Parkway/Porkway, which will 
have a much greater negative 
impact on the environment and 
populace’s health than plastic 
bags.
And the four candidates for 
Cameron County judge and 
the eight for Cameron County 
Precinct 2 have remained publicly 
silent about the road scheme. 
They should be pledging to use 
all legal routes to stop it.
Finally, I have adopted an idea 
from the United Kingdom that is 
called “10-10,” which means that 
I will undertake to cut my carbon 
footprint by 10 percent by the end 
of 2010.
The plastic-bag ban will help 
me, and creation of a biking, 
walking and nature trail in place 
of the road sham would help, 
too.
And why stop in West 
Brownsville?
It is not too late to create a 
biking, hiking and nature trail 
on the railroad bed that runs 
northeast out of the city.
I conclude by recalling that 
some plastic bags and cans I just 
saw in the street need attention, 
and I will provide it, taking them 
to the recycling center--and if 
only the center took glass.
See! “10-10” is not so hard 
to achieve. (Are you listening, 
national leaders around the world 




This past semester, I became 
more aware than usual of the 
challenges we face in this 
Hispanic-serving institution. 
This is in part because I have a 
larger than usual contingent of 
communication students who are 
not terribly proficient in English. 
They converse almost exclusively 
in Spanish and they struggle to 
share their viewpoints in class. 
I hope to be truly biliterate 
eventually, but I am far from that 
as an Anglo prof.
The second-language 
phenomenon makes it difficult 
for many of our students to write 
a paper with correct English 
grammar or to comprehend fully 
the information discussed in 
lecture or classroom discussion. 
I faced this myself in Mexico 
over the break. It is difficult 
for a person learning a second 
language to process when the 
second language is spoken at 
normal speed.
It occurred to me when 
talking with Teresa Murden last 
semester that this is an excellent 
opportunity for a “difficult 
dialogue” based on the initiatives 
set forth by the Ford Foundation 
grant we received. This is not a 
difficult dialogue meeting to affix 
blame. Rather, it is a chance to 
identify ways to fix the problem.
Hence, there will be a 
“town hall” meeting to discuss 
the communication/writing 
proficiency of UTB/TSC 
students. If you are a student or 
faculty member with concerns 
about this issue, please come 
share your views from 1:30 to 3 






feel safe in 




Letters must include the 
name, classification and phone 
number of the author or the 
letter cannot be published. 
Opinions expressed in The 
Collegian are those of writers 
and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of The Collegian 
or UTB/TSC administrators. 
The editor reserves the right 
to edit the letters. Letters for 
The Collegian can be sent to 
collegian@utb.edu.
    Letters to the editor
“The Collegian News Webcast” 
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Important Election Dates
Primary Election
Jan. 1: First day to apply for ballot by mail
Feb. 1: Last day to register to vote
Feb. 16-26: Early voting
Feb. 23: Last day to apply for ballot by mail
March 2: Primary
Primary Runoff Election
Feb. 12: First day to apply for ballot by 
mail
March 15: Last day to register to 
vote
April 5-9: Early voting
April 6: Last day to apply for 
ballot by mail
For more information 




Offices up for Election
US Senator
US Representative (District 




Comptroller of Public Accounts
General Land Office Commissioner
Railroad Commissioner
Supreme Court Justice/Place-2
Criminal Appeals Presiding Judge
State Representative (District 37, District 38, 
District 43)
Appeals Court Chief Justice/District -13
Appeals Court Justice/ District-13 (Place-2, Place-4, 
Place-5)
District Judge (103rd, 107th, 197th, 357th) 
County Judge





Justice of the Peace (Precinct-1, Precinct 2/Place-2)
Parties conduct ballot-place drawings
Rebecca Gomez (center), a Democratic candidate for Cameron 
County judge, draws for a place on the ballot during a special 
meeting of the Cameron County Democratic Party Jan.5 at 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post No. 2035. Also shown are 
Democratic Party Chairman Gilberto Hinojosa (from left), county 
party spokesman Jared Hockema, and former Brownsville Mayor 
Eddie Treviño Jr., also a candidate for county judge. Treviño drew 
fi rst place on the ballot, Gomez drew second and John Wood, 
currently Cameron County Precinct 2 commissioner, third. All three 
will challenge Republican incumbent Carlos Cascos.  
ELIZABETH A. PEREZ/COLLEGIAN
Republicans
The Cameron County Republican Party conducts a 
drawing for candidates’ places on the ballot on Jan. 7 at 
the Valley Inn and Country Club in Brownsville. Writing 
the names in the order they are drawn is Frank Morris, 
the GOP’s county chairman. Also shown is Dagoberto 
Barrera, who helped draw names.
DAVID GUERRA/COLLEGIAN
Democrats
Source: Texas Secretary of State Web siteCYNTHIA HERNANDEZ/COLLEGIAN
. .
. .
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The Collegian is the multime-
dia student newspaper serving the 
University of Texas at Browns-
ville and Texas Southmost Col-
lege. The newspaper is widely 
distributed on campus and is an 
award-winning member of the 













































© 2010 The Collegian 
The University of Texas at 
Brownsville and 
Texas Southmost College 
Advertising Manager
Roxanna Rosas
B r i e f s
P o l i c e  R e p o r t s
Two-story condo. Two bedrooms/1.5 bath. 
Unfurnished. Laundry room. Stove and 
refrigerator included. Private community 
backyard and pool. $750 a month. Off of 
Four Corners. Contact John at 832-215-4423.
For Rent
SGA meeting
The Student Government 
Association meets at 5 p.m. 
Thursday in the Student Union’s 
Salon Gardenia. Students may 
offer suggestions, comments or 
concerns about UTB/TSC during 
the “Let Your Voice Be Heard” 
portion of the meeting. For more 
information, call SGA President 
Ruby de la Fuente at 882-5877.
King celebration
Slain civil rights leader 
Martin Luther King Jr. will be 
remembered at “An Evening of 
Celebration” at 6 p.m. Thursday 
in the SET-B Lecture Hall. For 
more information, call 882-4196. 
Music Academy
UTB/TSC’s Music Academy 
continues spring registration until 
Thursday. Group classes will be 
offered to children ages 2 to 12. 
Private lessons will be offered to 
ages 7 to adults in guitar, piano, 
violin and other instruments. For 
more information, call 882-7025.
Quintet in concert
Atlantic Brass Quintet will 
perform in the SET-B Lecture 
Hall at 8 p.m. Jan. 29. General 
admission is $5. For more 
information, call the Patron of 
the Arts office at 882-7025.
Battle of the Bands
Student Life is seeking entries 
for the Battle of the Bands, 
which will take place on the 
Student Union lawn on March 
1. For more information, call the 
Student Life Office at 882-5189.
--Compiled by Cleiri Quezada
If you would like your organization 
or department news published in the 
Collegian’s Briefs section, call Cleiri 
Quezada at 882-5782 or send her an 
e-mail at collegian@utb.edu.
S c h o l a r s h i p s
The Florence Terry 
Griswold Scholarship will 
award scholarships of $2,000 
and $2,500 to female students 
who are native citizens of one 
of the Pan American countries 
(other than the United States). 
Applicants must hold a graduate 
degree or equivalent. Preference 
will be given to those who will 
return to their original country to 
put their U.S. studies and training 
to use after completion of a 
graduate degree. The deadline 
to apply is Jan. 29. For more 
information, visit http://www.
partt.org/scholarship.
The Advice to Your High 
School Self Scholarship is 
available to U.S. citizens or legal 
residents who graduated or are 
enrolled in any two-year or four-
year college or university in the 
United States. Applicants must 
submit a 200-word answer to the 
essay question: “Assume you 
could go back in time and talk to 
yourself as a high school senior 
knowing what you know now 
about college life and making the 
transition, what advice would you 
give yourself?” Applicants also 
must complete an online survey 
about their college experience. 
The deadline to apply is Jan. 31. 
For more information, visit www.
campusdiscovery.com/start.
The Irene S. Wischer 
Education Foundation 
scholarship awards up to $10,000 
to any legal resident of Texas 
for 12 consecutive months prior 
to the filing of the application. 
Applicants must have good 
character, academic potential, 
ability and need for financial 
assistance. Preference will be 
given to those who are Christian 
and attend church regularly. The 
deadline to apply is Feb.1. 
To download an application, 
visit www.frostbank.com/
WischerScholarship/.
The Family Scholarship 
Program is available to two 
migrant or immigrant members of 
the same family. Applicants must 
be 18 years or older and country 
of origin for at least one of the 
applicants must be outside of the 
United States. Scholarships will be 
made only to nonprofit accredited 
higher education institutions and 
nonprofit training/educational 
providers. The deadline to apply 
is Feb. 5. Additional application 
requirements are online at http://
foundation.westernunion.com/
ourProgramsScholarships.html.







16 and Dec. 4.
At 7:20 
p.m. Nov. 
16, a faculty 
member reported a student being 
disrespectful and using vulgar 
language in the Cardenas Hall 
North computer lab.
At 8:45 a.m. Nov. 17, a 
Campus Police officer was 
dispatched to the University 
Boulevard Classroom Building 
regarding a group of students 
being disruptive. The students 
were arguing about a police report 
made to the Brownsville Police 
Department. Their behavior was 
reported to the Dean of Students.
At 3:45 p.m. the same day, a 
faculty member filed a report 
regarding an injured student. 
The student was practicing the 
tripod headstand and fell over 
on her back. The student did 
not complain of pain after the 
incident.
At 6:46 p.m. Nov. 23, an Aztec 
employee discovered a broken 
window in the Commandant’s 
Quarters. The damage was 
estimated at $50.
At 10:45 a.m. Nov. 24, a 
student reported a person asking 
for money in Lot X.
At 1:19 p.m. Dec. 1, an 
accounting clerk discovered a 
counterfeit $20 bill that was 
received from a student in Tandy 
Hall.
At 7:12 p.m. the same day, 
a student’s laptop computer 
was stolen from the Science, 
Engineering and Technology 
Building while she checked for 
an available computer in the lab. 
A student witnessed a man take 
the laptop and exit the building. A 
description of the man was given, 
but Campus Police was unable 
to find the suspect. The officer 
told the student he would check 
pawnshops in the area.
At 3:43 p.m. Dec. 3, a Campus 
Police officer was notified that 
a 3-year-old girl was found in 
the International Technology, 
Education and Commerce Center. 
Upon arrival, the officer learned 
that the girl had been found by 
her father and taken home.
At 5:45 p.m. Dec. 4, a staff 
member cut his finger while 
opening the sliding doors in 
the Science, Engineering and 
Technology Building. A Campus 
Police officer proceeded to clean 
the wound and put a bandage on 
it.
--Compiled by Cynthia 
Hernandez
Name: Scorpion Chess Club
Purpose: To provide individuals 
interested in chess the opportunity 
to meet and play to further 
advance their chess skills.
Established: 2003
President: Alfonso Almeida 
Vice President: Timur Gareyev   
Secretary: Luciana Morales
Treasurer: Max Cornejo      
Counselor and Manager: Axel 
Bachmann
Adviser: Russell Harwood
Events: Chess tournaments, 
exhibitions and chess instruction. 
Community Service: Free 
outreach classes.
Meetings: 5 p.m. each Tuesday 
in the Student Union’s Salon 
Jacaranda.
Requirements: Must be a UTB/
TSC student.
For more information: call the 
UTB/TSC Chess Office at 882-
5761.
--Compiled by Elizabeth A. 
Perez 
If you would like your student 
organization featured in the Club 
Spotlight, call Collegian reporter 
Elizabeth A. Perez at 882-5143 or 
send her an e-mail at collegian@
utb.edu.
Members of the Scorpion Chess Club include (front row, from left) Vice President Timur Gareyev, Nadya Ortiz, Charlina Hung, Secretary 
Luciana Morales, Julia Jones and President Alfonso Almeida. Second row: Zachary Sundt, Mauricio Flores, Alan Gracia, Treasurer Max 
Cornejo, Bradley Sawyer and adviser Russell Harwood. Third row: Daniel Fernandez, Javier Nieto, Arturo Gracia Jr., Daniel Hung, Jose 





Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): This week 
was supposed to be your week. You were 
going to start the semester the right way: 
Getting the best classes, professors and 
parking spaces. But then Aquarius showed 
up and rained on your parade. Aquarius 
is getting your parking space, getting the 
classes you wanted; remember that special 
someone who smiled at you on your way 
to class? Aquarius is making out with that 
someone--right now! Better luck next week.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 19): See 
Capricorn. Enjoy this week; it’s already 
yours.
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20): Hey, isn’t 
it time you finally checked out the REK 
Center? It has been here since last semester.
Aries (March 21-April 19): So how’s 
your head? It should be feeling better. You 
had 17 days to recover from the New Year’s 
Eve party. Then again, not everyone can do 
what you did with your elbows and live to 
tell about it.
Taurus (April 20-May 20): It’s time 
to step out of your comfort zone. This 
semester, you might have classes in places 
you’ve never been before: ITECC, UBCB, 
the REK Center. Remember that the only 
way to explore somewhere new is to get 
lost. So close your eyes, spin three times and 
run around like a maniac. Even if you don’t 
find your classroom, I’ll bet you that it will 
be fun. 
Gemini (May 21- June 21): I just have 
to tell you that this week you might get sick. 
So don’t. 
Cancer (June 22-July 22): Stop it! Stop 
moping! Maybe last year was not the best 
for you, but it’s over. It’s time to start fresh. 
So what if last semester you got two D’s? 
You just have to try harder this semester! 
And FYI, sleeping during class is probably 
something you should avoid.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 23): This week take 
it easy. It’s the first week of classes, so 
don’t stress out too much. If you arrive late 
for class, well, you arrive late. If you get 
homework the first day of classes, then no 
big deal, you will take care of it. You will 
take care of it, right? If not, you’re just 
making me look bad here.
Virgo (Aug. 24-Sept. 22): If you find a 
penny on the floor, don’t pick it up. If you 
find a dime on the floor, don’t pick it up. If 
you find a quarter on the floor, don’t pick it 
up. But if you find a dollar, you can give me 
a call. I think I misplaced one.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23): Duck.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): This week 
you should ignore what other people say 
about you, be it good or bad. They’re just 
words. Words can’t hurt you, unless they are 
said really, really loud and hurt your ears.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You have 
to stop kidding yourself and face the truth. 
The holidays are over. You need to get up 
from that couch, stop playing World of 
Warcraft and get back to your normal life. 
There’s so much to do! There’re classes to 
take, people to meet, villages to raid. Wait--
scratch that last one.
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Charro Days, a unique part of 
Brownsville since 1938, gives people a 
chance to celebrate the friendship between 
Brownsville and Mexico and their 
heritage by dressing in historical Charro 
costumes and taking part in festivities 
every February.
“Charro Days in Brownsville,” written 
by Anthony K. Knopp, Manuel Medrano, 
Priscilla Rodriguez and the Brownsville 
Historical Association, tells of the rich 
history surrounding the celebration.
The book displays more than 
200 photographs and highlights the 
performances, the bands and the different 
celebrations such as the Sombrero Festival 
and parades. Celebrities recognized as Mr. 
Amigo and others who have participated, 
are also featured. 
“Collecting representative photos was 
a challenge, particularly Matamoros,” 
Knopp said. “Fortunately, we had some 
people that came through for us and that 
made a big difference.”
Knopp said they were able to get 
excellent photographs from the early 
years because a well-known photographer 
named Arthur Rothstein happened to be in 
the area during the event.
“I think he was working for the Farm 
Security Administration taking pictures 
of poor people in the rural areas from the 
Depression,” he said. “He happened to 
be in Brownsville at Charro Days and he 
took what appeared to be several hundred 
pictures of Charro Days, so we got some 
really good stuff.”
Knopp is an emeritus professor of history 
at UTB/TSC and also served as president 
of the Brownsville Historical Association. 
Historical books he has co-written include 
“Boom and Bust: The Historical Cycles 
of Matamoros and Brownsville,” “Border 
Cuates: A History of the U.S.-Mexican 
Twin Cities” and “Portrait of a Border 
City Brownsville, Texas.” 
Medrano is a UTB/TSC professor 
of history and is an expert on Mexican-
American culture and history. He co-wrote 
“The Medieval Culture and the Mexican 
American Borderlands.”
Rodriguez is the executive director of 
the Brownsville Historical Association.
The three authors collaborated on the 
book after being approached by Arcadia 
Publishing to write about the history of 
Brownsville. The company is a leading 
publisher of local and regional history in 
the U.S.
“We chose the subject of Charro Days 
because we had plenty of material to work 
with both in the community and in the 
BHA archives and collections,” Rodriguez 
said in an e-mail interview. 
Another reason for choosing the subject 
of Charro Days was because there are no 
books written about it.
After her research, Rodriguez said she 
was surprised by the many activities the 
first few Charro Days celebrations had, 
including a rodeo and boat races. 
“Bandidos” and a “romantic, idealized 
version of Mexico” were depicted, 
which Rodriguez said may be considered 
politically incorrect now. Even the early 
advertisements such as “Come and Be 
Gay with Us!” has a different meaning 
these days.
“I was surprised by how much things 
have changed in Brownsville, not only 
with the Charro Days celebrations, but 
with how downtown and its buildings 
looked,” Rodriguez said. “Downtown 
was certainly much more lively then.” 
     “Charro Days in Brownsville,” (Arcadia 
Publishing, $21.99) is available at local 
retailers, online bookstores, at www.
arcadiapublishing.com or by calling (888) 
313-2665. 
Book chronicles colorful 












What was your New 
Year’s resolution? 
“To treat people 
nice.”
What is your 
favorite hobby? “To 
watch football.”
What word do 
you use the most? 
“Hey.”
What are your 
weaknesses? “[Can’t] 
concentrate in class.”
What is your favorite 
subject? “English.”
What celebrity do 
you look up to? “The 
Rock.”
What puts you 
in a good mood? 
“Listening to music.”
What is the first 
thing you notice in 
the opposite sex? 
“The eyes.”
What is your dream? 







--Compiled by Cleiri 
Quezada
If you would like to 
be featured in Cupid’s 
Corner, call Cleiri 
Quezada at 882-5782 







55 Sam Perl Blvd.
(Off 12th St.)
TAKE 12TH STREET EXIT GOING WEST FROM EXPRESSWAY. 
GO ONE MILE. MOTEL IS ON RIGHT SIDE.
$49 
PER DAY
• Furnished, large rooms, full-size beds




• $500 per month double occupancy
• Flexible month-to-month agreement
• All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
• Near the UTB main campus, 8 min. walk




*For the first 2 months only, then $400 afterwards.
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The  Collegian’s Quest 4
  Fu n
2009: Taking a look back...
Feb. 14. More than 300 people 
take part in the “Planting  Seeds 
of Hope” event after UTB/TSC 
and Homeland Security reach 
court-ordered compromise on 
wall that would have divided 
part of the campus. 
Bad
 Aug. 24. Despite the access to brand-new facilities, 
students feel crowded at the new library, which only 
houses books A-R. In addition to the lack of space, 
community members expressed opposition to more 
than $600,000 of bond money set aside for a mural 
that will be placed on the library’s facade.  
June. The World 
Health Organiza-
tion declares a na-
tional pandemic of 
the H1N1 flu virus, 
which originally 
broke out in Mexico
 Nov. 5. Senate attempts 
to oust Ruby de la Fuente 






As you walk into the Arts Center, you cannot 
help but gasp at the artistry of the building and 
feel that you are about to experience a divine 
performance. 
The Arts Center facility is not only state-of-
the-art, but also aesthetically breathtaking from 
the red “Gone With the Wind” staircase, to the 
sparkling starburst chandeliers, to the spacious 
terrace that overlooks the Fort Brown Resaca.
“For the first time, our students are going to 
understand what it is like to play in a hall that 
gives something back when you play an acoustic 
instrument,” said Michael Quantz, an associate 
professor in the Fine Arts Department. “You 
have the resonance of the box or the horn or 
whatever you have, but when you get in a really 
good hall, then you start getting feedback from 
the hall. So, what happens is the hall becomes 
part of the instrument and you start to play the 
qualities of the hall, so the whole building starts 
to become an instrument and that is a really 
remarkable thing for an acoustic musician to 
experience.”
The facility houses three rehearsal rooms, 
one auditorium complete with an orchestra pit 
and a catwalk, dressing rooms, a green room, a 
loading dock, three ticket booths and concession 
stands. The auditorium can accommodate a full 
orchestra and seats 800.
Quantz said the facility has an acoustically 
tunable hall, dubbing it “the best hall in the 
state.”
“We can tune the hall and the stage shells 
from solo guitar, which is a very small sound 
for a solo instrument compared to the jazz band, 
for example, which is a full-stage jazz band, 
which is about as big a sound as your gonna 
get,” Quantz told The Collegian during a tour of 
the facility. “It’s the most tunable place--we can 
control the amount of reverberation by a factor 
of about 50 percent. There is nothing like this in 
South Texas.” 
The center’s state-of-the-art equipment allows 
for all kinds of flexibility, such as the large 
rehearsal room, which has a recording booth 
that can record rehearsals or performances on 
stage, as well as countless other features. Other 
features include a lighting system with 5,000 
pre-sets and 28-foot-tall acoustic collapsible 
towers.
Terry Tomlin, an associate professor in the 
Fine Arts Department, said the center was 
modeled after facilities such as the Kinkaid 
School Theatre in Houston and the Prague State 
Opera in the Czech Republic. There is one large 
rehearsal room and two medium-sized rehearsal 
rooms that will be used for the orchestra, wind 
ensemble, jazz band and master chorale groups, 
among others. Tomlin said the walls are not 
parallel in any of the rehearsal rooms--which 
will prevent standing waves--and the entrances 
to each room are soundproof.  
Tomlin and Quantz are as enthusiastic about 
the center as kids are on Christmas morning, and 
said they have been waiting for a facility such as 
the Arts Center for many years. 
“We had a committee of music faculty that 
have been working on this basically for about 
20 years,” Quantz said. “Everybody listened to 
everybody in this project, so it’s been a really 
great experience, because the result has been 
fantastic.”
Members   of  the Campus Advisory 
Committee, the Board Bond Advisory 
Committee and the Construction Council 
worked hand-in-hand with experts such as 
project management group Broaddus and 
Associates, Studio Red Architects and the 
Skanska construction company. 
The Arts Center will not have a traditional 
dedication ceremony, but instead university 
officials plan to conduct a series of events to 
celebrate the center. 
“The thing that has been talked about is to 
have all of 2010 be an inaugural year rather 
than one specific event, so if you miss one day, 
you’re not going to miss the whole year,” said 
Irv Downing, vice president for Economic 
Development and Community Services. “So, 
the idea is really that all of 2010 will be an 
inaugural year.”
Among some of the anticipated performances 
is that of University of Texas System Chancellor 
Francisco G. Cigarroa. Quantz said the 
chancellor is expected to perform during an 
invitation-only event Feb. 15.   
“He is a guitar player,” Quantz said of 
Cigarroa. “I think he is going to play a solo piece 
that is a farruca, and that is kind of a flamenco-
flavor piece.” 
Planning and construction
The cost of construction for the Arts Center 
totaled $26,067,957, according to Veronica 
Mendez, assistant vice president for Planning 
and Construction. Nearly $20 million was used 
in bond issue money approved by TSC district 
voters in November 2004, $1.7 million in 
donations and the rest was allocated from other 
sources.
The goal for the capital campaign for the Arts 
Center is $6.7 million, but only $1.7 million has 
been raised so far, which has been allocated for 
construction.
Ken Turpen, associate vice president for 
Development, said there are still many naming 
opportunities for individuals who want to make 
donations to the center. Turpen added that the 
university is focusing on raising funds for 
scholarships and endowments.
Mendez said via e-mail that there were no 
major obstacles while constructing the facility, 
which began in March 2008, and substantial 
completion of the building was met last 
November.
A place for rising stars
By Julianna Sosa 
Collegian Editor
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian Photos
Freshman music education major Genesis Blanco (from left), alumna Lisa Avalos, junior music education major Melina Castañeda and alumnus Rick 
Pedraza are shown on the performance hall stage.





New Library and 
Classroom 
buildings open






Source: Office of Planning and Construction










May 11. After five years of planning the student body now 
has its own Recreation Education and Kinesiology 
Center. The Center is comprised of the 
Health and Human Performance and 
Campus Recreation departments.
Good 
Nov. 21. The Scorpi-
ons go into double 
overtime against 
Biola University 




Nov. 21. The Scorptions fall 
to Southern Nazarene 
University in the open-
ing round of the NAIA 
Women’s Soccer National 
Championship by a 
score of 4-1. 
Nov. 11. UTB/TSC President 
Juliet V. Garcia is ranked No. 9 
in Time magazine’s list of “The 
10 Best College Presidents.” The 
University of Texas at Browns-
ville is featured alongside other 
prominent institutions such as 
New York University and Ohio 
State. 
The large rehearsal hall on the first floor will be used by music students. 
The lobby staircase leads to the box seats. One of the men’s and women’s dressing rooms.
The first-floor lobby will also serve as a visual arts gallery.
The control room features a state-of-the-art 
mixing board. Starburst chandeliers hang in the first-floor lobby and the performance hall. 








Aug. 24. After years of planning, UTB/TSC 
launches its own Internet-based radio station. 
Visit utbstingradio.com to listen in. 
President Obama 
sworn in
Soccer Teams go to
 Nationals
Volleyball 
team goes to 
Nationals
Dec. 7. The Scorpions 
were eliminated 
in the National 
C h a m p i o n s h i p 
quarterfinals and 
finished tied for fifth in 
the nation.
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assistant to the provost and professor of 
anthropology at UTB/TSC. 
Frank Bejarano, program director for the 
Cameron County Program Development 
Department, said the smallest of the 
colonias in Cameron County are under 100 
people, but the largest is Cameron Park, 
which at more than 6,000 people is one of 
the largest in the Rio Grande Valley.
In 2000, officials were outraged after 
the census placed Cameron County’s 
population at 335,227--what many people 
called a vast undercount. 
“There’s no question about it,” Zavaleta 
said. “If you go back and look at the articles 
in the newspapers and the comments that 
were made by the mayor and the county 
judge at the time, you’re going to find a 
lot of protests about the fact that Cameron 
County was undercounted in the year 2000 
census.” 
Typically, minority communities are 
likely to be undercounted by seven percent 
to 10 percent, Bejarano said. The Cameron 
County undercount for 2000 falls within 
this range. A conservative estimate puts the 
loss at $1,000 per person per year. Over the 
course of time that the census data is used, 
that estimate would be $10,000 per person 
not counted.
“There’s varying estimates, but because 
the number of people in a community 
affects the entitlement grants that come 
from the federal or state government, the 
number that we use is $1,000 per person,” 
Bejarano said. “It adds up and it [doesn’t] 
matter what you use. Let’s say that every 
person not counted means $50 less for the 
community. Even that adds up over 10 
years.”
The greatest efforts of the county and 
bureau will be focused on the colonias. The 
census is taken via questionnaire, which 
will be mailed out. If a form is not returned 
via mail, then a census worker is sent to the 
household. 
“In these rural 
areas, where it may 
be difficult to get 
the mail out there, 
we’ll have an actual 
census worker go 
and hand-deliver 
the census form,” 
said Efren Salinas, a 
media specialist with 
the Census Bureau.
In addition, a 
large portion of the 
preliminary preparations for the census 
involved the Census Bureau conducting 
address canvassing from April through 
July of 2009. During address canvassing, 
census workers walked the streets to 
confirm every address contained in the 
Census Bureau’s data. The data obtained 
for Cameron County is undergoing the 
final stages of confirmation.
“Cameron County was given an 
opportunity to review address listings,” 
Bejarano said. “Our [Geographic 
Information Systems] Department 
compared census address listings with the 
listings that we have in order to try to limit 
any discrepancies.” 
Another factor that will add to the 
accuracy of the survey is the use of 
Complete Count Committees, boards 
of community members that will help 
coordinate the local promotion efforts. On 
the committee for Cameron County are 
Zavaleta, who is the chair; Rosa Bedartes, 
of Brownsville; Maria Lourdes Sauceda, of 
Los Indios; Gabino Sotelo, of Port Isabel; 
and Gloria Moreno, of Brownsville.
“The county committee was appointed 
back in the fall,” Zavaleta said. “We’ve 
met with representatives of the Census 
Bureau; we’ve had several of them come to 
our meetings. … We 
have a pretty good 
idea in terms of our 
planning of how we 
want to unfold, how 
we roll it out here 
very soon.”
While the current 
focus is on publicizing 
the census, which will 
be sent out in March 
and must be returned 
by April 1, hiring for 
temporary census workers is also taking 
place. For the 2010 census, more than 
3.8 million applicants will be recruited to 
assist in nationwide operations. To grasp 
the size of this number, one only needs to 
realize that Wal-Mart Stores Inc., (ranked 
in eighth place on the 2009 Forbes 2000 
List of the largest companies) employs 2.1 
million people--worldwide. 
A total of 4,000 census positions are 
available in Cameron County, and hiring is 
still taking place.
“There are definitely positions available,” 
said Efren Salinas, a media specialist with 
the Census Bureau. “We have not met out 
recruiting goal, and we need all the help we 
can get.”
Applicants must be at least 18 years 
old, U.S. citizens and English-speaking. 
Bilingual speakers are encouraged to 
apply. Pay for Cameron County positions 
starts at $10.50 an hour. Applicants will 
be fingerprinted and a background check 
will be conducted. For more information, 
call toll-free 1-866-861-2010, or visit 
2010census.gov.
Of course, one does not need to be hired 
by the Census Bureau to play a role in this 
pivotal survey.
Residential Life and Student Union 
Director Douglas Stoves is heading up the 
campus effort to spread information on the 
2010 census. So far, a small-but-growing 
committee of campus faculty and staff has 
been planning different activities where it 
can “get the word out,” as Stoves puts it. 
The committee includes Director of 
Student Life Sergio Martinez, Dual 
Enrollment Coordinator Edward Camarillo, 
Student Union Building Services 
Supervisor Eric Morales and Student 
Housing Coordinator Debbie Perez, among 
others.
“The main reason I was looking at those 
individuals right now was because of their 
connections with some of the outside 
groups and student groups,” Stoves said. 
“For instance, Eric Morales is on the 
Brownsville Jaycees. … Debbie Perez is 
involved with the Harlingen chapter and 
she also is with Leadership Brownsville. 
… [Edward Camarillo’s] work on the city 
commission was a reason we wanted him 
there.” 
Student leaders will also be able to 
participate in the committee, he said. If 
they’re representing a specific club, that 
club will be able to count the involvement 
toward its community service hours.
“They’re who we’re trying to reach, so I 
definitely want to make sure they’re a part 
of any of this,” Stoves said.
For more information on how your club 
can help, contact Stoves at 548-8765, or 
send an e-mail to douglas.stoves@utb.edu.
Census
Continued from Page 1
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For millions of Americans, obtaining a 
General Equivalency Diploma is the first step 
to improving one’s economic status and a 
gateway to better job opportunities. UTB/TSC 
provides that opportunity through its GED 
program. 
The program began in August, but might be 
short-lived because outside sources of funding 
never materialized.    
Irv Downing, vice president for Economic 
Development and Community Services, said 
the university has not made a final decision to 
end the program but is not accepting any new 
applicants. 
“If we don’t find funding, we are looking at 
other ways to help these individuals through 
some other pathway,” Downing told The 
Collegian in an interview Jan. 5.
In the Rio Grande Valley, he said, 48 percent 
of adults 25 years or older do not have a high 
school diploma.
Angelica Esparza, a native of Guanajuato, 
Mexico, said she heard about the program 
from her friend, who works as a custodian at 
UTB/TSC.
“I come from a low academic level but now 
that I entered the program I am learning a lot, 
and that’s what encourages me to keep studying 
because even though I’m older, I still have 
the interest and enthusiasm to keep going,” 
Esparza told The Collegian in Spanish.
She is one of 22 students who began the 
program in November and is planning on 
receiving her diploma in February. Since the 
program began, 27 individuals have obtained 
their GED. Individuals could enroll for a $45 
monthly fee. Classes resumed last week and 
are taking place from 9 a.m. to noon and 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m.at the International Technology, 
Education and Commerce Center.
The curriculum entails writing, social 
studies, science, literature and math. Students 
are prepared for the GED exam that is 
administered by the Brownsville Independent 
School District. If the student passes the 
exam, the diploma is then issued by the Texas 
Education Agency. UTB/TSC’s program 
currently funds two instructors and one 
director. Downing said the estimated cost to 
run the program as is would be about $187,000 
annually.  He said the program began with 
funds from the ITECC budget.
“The outside funding for it didn’t happen 
because things that we apparently thought 
were available were not available,” Downing 
said. 
Oralia Gonzalez began the program last 
year and received her GED in November.
“I’m planning on going to UTB, I don’t 
know what career, but I want to start going,” 
Gonzalez said. 
She is a Brownsville native, but grew up in 
Mexico, which is where she completed her 
basic education, but says she is looking for 
better job opportunities in Brownsville.
Gonzalez decided to obtain her GED 
because she thought it was better “to start from 
the beginning.”
UTB/TSC is the only institution that offers 
the program in Spanish and English in the Rio 
Grande Valley. 
Manuel Torres, director of Adult Education, 
said one of the biggest challenges for people in 
the region is the language barrier.
“We live in an area that is predominately 
Spanish-speaking,” Torres said. “Employment 
is English-speaking and so, in order to 
find employment, and our goal into a 
postsecondary institution, there has to be a 
level of understanding and usage of English 
and, obviously, attached to that is the basic of 
all levels … your GED.”
Funding sought to keep GED program going
By Julianna Sosa 
Collegian Editor
Instructor Mary Pelayo lectures during her 10 a.m. Spanish GED class on Tuesday in the International Technology, 
Education and Commerce Center. 
Manuel Reyna/Collegian
Almost everyone in the room was happy 
and content with the decisions made at the 
Brownsville City Commission meeting held 
Jan. 5. 
One of the main points made was about how 
to handle taxpayers’ money. 
Once a year, Brownsville’s investment 
policy is discussed at the meeting to see if any 
changes need to be made to the investment 
strategy statement.
On Dec. 6, 1994, Orange County, Calif., 
became the largest municipality in U.S. history 
to declare bankruptcy. The county treasurer 
lost $1.7 billion of taxpayers’ money through 
risky investments on Wall Street. 
For this reason, Pete Gonzalez, deputy 
city manager/city financial officer asked the 
city commission to approve Resolution No. 
2010-001, which calls for officials to be more 
conservative with Brownsville’s money.
The certificate of deposit diversification 
has been increased from 90 percent to 100 
percent and an update of investment brokers 
included TexPool Investment, Merrill Lynch 
Investments, First National Bank-Brownsville, 
Lone Star Investment Pool, Local Government 
Investment Cooperative (“LOGIC”), 
MBIA Investment Pool, TexasTERM Local 
Government Investment Pool and Estrada/
Hinojosa.
Other updates made were for the City’s 
operating funds, the City’s Construction and 
Capital Improvement Funds and for the Debt 
Service Funds. 
 “When [Orange County’s bankruptcy] 
happened, [in 1996] the state of Texas decided to 
require all municipalities to have an investment 
policy because they wanted to make sure that 
what happened in Orange County way back in 
’94 will not happen to us,” Gonzalez said.
The resolution was approved unanimously.
Cheers erupted from the audience when 
the Commission passed a ban on plastic 
shopping bags that will be on a voluntary basis 
throughout 2010 and will become mandatory 
Jan. 1, 2011. 
Rose Timmer, along with Mayor Pat 
Ahumada, District 4 Commissioner Edward 
C. Camarillo and other volunteers, spurred 
the effort to make the change from plastic 
bags to recyclable, reusable and biodegradable 
bags in order to help with Brownsville’s litter 
problem.
Timmer is the executive director for Healthy 
Communities of Brownsville, a nonprofit 
organization.
Joe Lee Rubio, an advisory member and 
immediate past chairman of the Brownsville 
Beautification Committee, said that 2010 will 
be used to educate the public about the ban.
“It’s a voluntary ban for the first year and it 
gives us time to educate the public on what the 
ban’s consisting,” Rubio said. 
He also said 2010 will give stores that may 
have a stock of plastic bags to last several 
months to a year to make the change to 
alternative bags. 
“It makes it easier for us to enforce it, it 
makes it easier for people to comply with the 
ordinance,” Rubio said.
Timmer believes Brownsville is the first city 
in Texas to pass a ban on plastic bags. Other 
cities in the U.S. that have passed a ban include 
Boston, San Francisco and Seattle.
She said making the alternative bags 
affordable for those who are struggling 
financially will be the next thing to work on.
“There are a lot of inexpensive alternatives 
for that,” Timmer said. “That’s certainly 
something that the committee’s going to be 
looking at.”
She said reusable bags can run from 50 cents 
to $3 each.
Jimmy Gonzalez (center), of the Grammy-winning Grupo Mazz, accepts a plaque recognizing his career 
achievements during the Brownsville City Commission meeting held Jan. 5. Also shown (from left) are City 
Commissioners Melissa Zamora and Rose M. Gowen, Gonzalez’s sister Cindy Garcia, Mayor Pat Ahumada Jr., 
Gonzalez’s wife Anna Lisa Gonzalez and Commissioners Ricardo Longoria Jr. and Anthony Troiani.




H1N1 flu to a 5. Although schools in the 
Brownsville Independent School District 
closed temporarily, the UTB/TSC campus 
remained open and students, faculty and staff 
were given the option of e-mailing a panel 
made up of university officials if they had any 
questions about the virus. 
“I am a little bit disappointed because I 
haven’t seen a lot of, especially students, 
coming in to get the vaccine and they are 
predicting there might be another surge of 
H1N1 in January or February,” said Eugenia 
Curet, director of Student Health Services.
So far, 184 UTB/TSC students and 193 
employees have received the H1N1 vaccine at 
Student Health Services.
Vaccines are available at $5 each.
Smith said asthma is an important risk factor 
for the virus nationwide, along with obesity, 
heart disease and diabetes. But in South Texas, 
obesity has been the prime risk factor.
“Those are all significant risk factors for the 
flu and anybody with those conditions should 
be vaccinated as quickly as they can get it,” 
he said.
The doses Cameron County receives are 
allocated to its four clinics in Brownsville, 
Port Isabel, Harlingen and San Benito, where 
the administration fee for the H1N1 vaccine is 
waived. Although the vaccine was first limited 
to high-risk groups, the general public now 
can receive it, said Sandra De la Cruz, clinical 
services program coordinator for the Cameron 
County Department of Health and Human 
Services. 
The Mary P. Lucio Health Center, located 
at 1204 Jose Colunga Jr. Dr. in Brownsville, 
is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday and from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday.  
Smith said a third wave of the H1N1 virus is 
expected to peak in February. 
The virus is much more commonly passed 
between young people, so school students 
should still be vaccinated if we are going to 
stop the third wave, Smith said.
“There’s some evidence that there have been 
increasing cases in the south U.S., particularly 
in Alabama, so the third wave may be starting 
already, so it’s important for people to get 
vaccinated,” he said.
 Many of the deaths, particularly the recent 
deaths, could have been prevented by getting 
vaccinated. Others could have been treated 
with antiviral medication, but did not get the 
medication on time. 
Smith urges people who have the flu to seek 
medical help and get treated with anti-viral 
medications, especially if they have a cough 
and a fever of more than 100 degrees.
“Antibiotics alone will not do the job,” he 
said. “It has to be an antiviral medication, 
which is either Relenza or Tamiflu.”
Antiviral medications work against viruses 
and antibiotics work against bacteria.
Texas has received about 12 million doses 
of the H1N1 vaccine and Student Health 
Services received 400 doses on Nov. 25. 
“To date for December alone [the Cameron 
County Department of Health and Human 
Services has] received about 12,800 doses,” 
De la Cruz said.
“Probably less than 100 million people out 
of 300 million have been vaccinated or have 
antibody, and that’s not enough to prevent the 
third wave,” Smith said. “The evidence says 
that we will probably have a third wave unless 
we can get enough people vaccinated.”
Curet said Student Health Services is 
expecting a shipment of 380 H1N1 vaccines 
to arrive any day.
H1N1
Continued from Page 1
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The Texas Southmost College District 
board of trustees has created a Special Audit 
Committee to ensure taxpayers’ money is 
being spent wisely.
Chairman David Oliveira appointed 
Vice Chairman Eduardo Campirano as the 
committee’s chair during the board’s meeting 
in December.
Trustees Chester Gonzalez and Rene 
Torres will serve as committee members.
“We, as trustees, I think have special 
fiduciary duties to our taxpayers to ensure 
that we’re closing monitoring and watching 
the tax monies that are collected,” Oliveira 
said during the Dec. 17 meeting. “We 
envisioned that having a special audit 
committee would be good and would also 
allow us, I think, to maybe more actively 
participate in the financial affairs or allow 
the board to more actively participate in 
monitoring the financial affairs.”
UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García told 
The Collegian via telephone on Thursday 
that the university has had an internal audit 
committee for many years.
“We’ll run all of our audits information 
through that committee to better inform 
the board, so that’s the purpose of the 
committee,” García said.
She also said the decision to form the 
committee came from the U.S. government’s 
Sarbanes-Oxley Act, which was created to 
“make sure that there was fiscal oversight 
for boards on financial operations.” 
Campirano said it’s not uncommon for 
institutions to conduct audits.
“Governing boards have greater 
responsibility to kind of be engaged in some 
of the issues that perhaps we haven’t been 
in the past, but there really isn’t anything 
special about this other than it’s just a 
committee that will allow us to understand 
the things that are going on and how our role 
fits into that,” he said. 
In other business, the board approved a 
resolution in support of University of Texas 
System Chancellor Francisco G. Cigarroa’s 
vision statement to the board of regents. 
García said Cigarroa is the first UT System 
Chancellor to set out a vision statement.
“The most impressive part is that it 
was lauded by all of the nine regents and 
continues now to become a guiding path for 
all of us as we proceed in our work,” she said. 
“The most extraordinary part of his vision is 
how preeminently the Valley figures into his 
vision and, specifically, UT-Brownsville.” 
García went on to read part of Cigarroa’s 
statement.
“Exciting opportunities exist both in 
Austin and in the middle and lower Rio 
Grande Valley to expand the education of 
students in medicine and other health-care 
professions, graduate medical education, 
public health and biomedical research,” 
she read. “In another section he says, ‘Our 
border universities have great potential to 
contribute to many professions, including 
law, business, Latin American studies, 
public health, medicine and the biosciences.’ 
I continue, ‘The University of Texas System 
is unique in that we have five campuses on 
the borders of Mexico and we must take 
advantage of their binational presence.’” 
The resolution states that “by working 
together, the UT System can develop 
partnerships between its campuses to 
improve and expand programs.”
The board also approved a memorandum of 
understanding for establishing the foundation 
of the Imagine Brownsville Planning 
Coordinating Board as the entity responsible 
for coordinating the implementation of the 
Imagine Brownsville Comprehensive Plan.
Irv Downing, UTB/TSC’s vice president 
for Economic Development and Community 
Services, said more than 500 people were 
involved in the effort.
The Brownsville City Commission 
adopted the plan last August.   
Participating public entities include the 
City of Brownsville, Brownsville Public 
Utilities Board, Brownsville Independent 
School District, the Brownsville Community 
Improvement Corp., Greater Brownsville 
Improvement Corp., Imagine Brownsville 
Task Force and Port of Brownsville. 
The board authorized payment of a 
$25,000 membership fee to “be used for 
administrative support, technical support, 
public involvement, communications, office 
rent, publications and meeting logistics,” 
according to university documents. 
García said the membership fee will be 
paid from TSC’s general fund.  
The Imagine Brownsville Web site 
states: “The plan was designed with 
two goals in mind: first, to establish our 
community’s vision objectives for a 10-year 
planning horizon; and second, to develop 
an implementable strategy to help reach 
these targeted objectives by leveraging our 
community’s natural, institutional, human, 
economic and infrastructure resources in an 
effective, competitive and sustainable way.”
Campirano said the memorandum is not 
the finalized document but “the beginning 
document to start the effort.” 
García and Oliveira will represent the 
university on the Imagine Brownsville 
Planning Coordinating Board.
Trustees appointed Kim Sanchez, 
operations and services manager, as the 
TSC District’s agent for the May 8 trustee 
election.
According to the Texas Election Code, 
Chapter 31.123, the board must appoint a 
staff member to perform the duties of the 
secretary of the board in matters related 
to the election. Duties include receiving 
applications for place on the ballot, campaign 
finance reports and election results.
Trustees are elected every six years on an 
even numbered year. Positions 3, 4 and 5 of 
the board are up for election. Those positions 
are currently held by Campirano, Chester 
Gonzalez and Rosemary Breedlove.
Provost Alan Artibise announced Luis 
Colom as the first vice president for 
research.
Colom, a native of Uruguay, initially 
was appointed interim vice president last 
March. He is a faculty member in the 
Biological Sciences Department and holds 
the Houston Endowment Chair in Science 
and Engineering.  
Under Colom, the university has generated 
more than $12 million in grants.  
“I know we have a very able group of 
researchers that are not doing this because 
they are going to get rich or they are going 
to get fame,” he said. “They are here for the 
students and because they care about the 
community and because we are curious.”
The board recognized Dr. Asim Zamir, 
a pediatrician, for his donation to the Arts 
Center, and named Box J of the center as the 
“Dr. Asim Zamir Box.”
“My contribution, I think, is a drop in 
the ocean but all [of us] together can do 
it,” Zamir told the board, referring to the 
university’s effort to raise $6.7 million for 
the newly completed building.  
In her president’s report, García announced 
that David Pearson, vice president for 
Partnership Affairs, will return to faculty.
Under Pearson’s three-year tenure, 
the university has completed six of eight 
projects funded by the $68 million bond 
issue approved by TSC district taxpayers in 
2004.  
“The past three years as vice president for 
Partnership Affairs have been for me, really, 
I think the most professionally rewarding 
portion of my entire academic career,” 
Pearson said. “As they say, ‘all good things 
come to an end’ and it’s time to move on 
to other tasks and new projects, but please 
know to all members of the board, it has 
been my high privilege to serve with you all 
these years.”  
The board voted to:
--officially name the newly completed 
buildings as follows: University Boulevard 
Library, the University Boulevard Classroom 
Building, the Recreation, Education 
Kinesiology Center, the Arts Center and the 
Center for Early Childhood Studies.  
--change the name of the Academic 
Affairs Partnership Committee to the 
Academic Affairs and Research Partnership 
Committee. 
Public information request
On Nov. 19, The Collegian filed a public 
information request to obtain the names of the 
sellers of the real estate the board approved 
for purchase on that day. The TSC District 
complied with the request on Nov. 24. 
Margarito and Francisca Rivera sold Lots 
19 and 20, Block 12, in the Colonia Alta 
Vista Subdivision to the district for $80,000.
Board creates audit committee
By Christine Cavazos 
Staff Writer
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With the winter break over, the UTB/TSC Baseball Team 
is ready to get back into full swing with this weekend’s up-
coming game against Wayland Baptist University.
After last year’s successful run into the Red River Athletic 
Conference playoffs, the Scorpions are hoping to improve 
once again and take a step further in Spring 2010, a point 
Head Coach Bryan Aughney is keen to stress.
“We have progressively reached more wins each season, 
thus this would look like the year to break out, but we have 
to take it one game at a time,” Aughney said. “I am excited 
to see what our team can do this year, but with hard work and 
clean baseball, the wins will come.”
With the Scorpions finishing third for the last two con-
secutive years and ending the 2009 season with a record of 
28-31, Aughney aims to take that final step in his second 
year in charge. 
“Our goal is to win the conference tournament, and that is 
what we are working for each day,” he said. “We have been 
here for two straight third-place finishes and are very hungry 
to be one of the final two teams.”
Winning the RRAC would represent a great achievement 
for the Scorpions and with 21 returning players from last 
year, as well as the acquisition of a few quality recruits, there 
seems to be no reason why this goal would be out of reach. 
Several new faces have joined the pitching staff, including 
transfers junior Kevin Chapman (Taft Community College, 
Calif.), Fabian Cruz (Iowa Lakes Community College), Joel 
Fernandez (Colorado Northwest Community College), Matt 
Leffler (Iowa Lakes Community College), left-hander Chris 
Raley (Iowa Lakes Community College) and Luis Sanchez 
(Pratt Community College, Kan.). 
Aughney believes the acquisitions will stand the Scorpi-
ons in good stead heading into the new season. 
“I am excited about our pitching staff, and they worked 
extremely hard during the fall,” he said. “With the addition 
of Coach [Wade] Pope to our staff, they have really bought 
into what we want to do. I look to be strong in the bullpen, 
which will be a key to us playing into May.”
The catching team remains strong as well. Returning 
sophomore Gilbert Puente, who made the Red River Athletic 
Conference first team in his inaugural freshman year, will be 
pushed for playing time by new recruits Jeff Allen (Dawson 
Community College, Mont.) and Danny Guerrero (Moraine 
Valley Community College, Ill.), both of whom will be keen 
to impress and show they can perform at NAIA level after 
performing well and stepping up from junior college.
The battle for a starting berth is not only confined to the 
pitching and catching teams, but also for places all over the 
park, competition senior Brian Bustos seems to relish.
 “To be honest, no one has a for-sure starting spot,” Bustos 
said. “There is that much talent at each position this year. 
That is a great factor due to it being a huge reason why ev-
eryone must go out each day and perform. That will only 
make us better not only on the field but in class and in life.”
He also said the squad looks to have improved from last 
year and is looking forward to helping it fulfill its potential.
“We have 21 returning players from last season, but with 
all the additions, it has just made us way stronger,” Bustos 
said. “We have a great pitching staff and depth at every po-
sition. We have also added some big sticks to the offense, 
which will help add power to the middle of the lineup. But 
most of all, we are closer as a team and trust each other. We 
all care for one another and have bought into the idea that we 
will be contenders for the RRAC championship. Everyone 
hang on, because this is going to be a fun ride.”
Junior Matt Warner concurs with the depth of talent in the 
squad, adding, “It is really hard to compare a previous year’s 
squad to the one we have this year. The guys who are not 
with us this year are missed and the new guys who are here 
now are great additions to the team. Just like last year, our 
goal this year is to win the conference championship and 
from there move on to the national tournament. And, just 
like last year, we have the talent to do that. Each player has a 
role and each role is important to help the team get to where 
we want to be.”
Warner also believes it is vital to get off to a good start this 
weekend and show their competitors what they are about.
“A winning series against Wayland Baptist is huge,” he 
said. “They are a solid team every year and it is our chance 
to show all of the hard work that we put into the fall. Our 
goal is to focus on one game at a time and move on from 
there. As long as we control the controllable, then we set 
ourselves up for success.”




--Starts at 2 p.m. Saturday at Scorpion Field
--Game 1 against Wayland Baptist University to start 
start at 4 p.m., with Game 2 to follow
--Game 3 to take place 1 p.m. Sunday, with Game 4 
to follow
With a new year comes new goals, new 
expectations and, above all, new challenges 
for all our UTB/TSC Scorpion squads, not 
the least our baseball team. I sat down with 
Head Baseball Coach Bryan Aughney to pick 
the brain of the man hoping to lead us to the 
NAIA World Series.
Q. How is the roster shaping up for the 
new season and how does it compare to last 
year?
A. There are some new faces on this year’s 
team, most notably in the middle infield--with 
Joel Fernandez and Nick Loftis joining our 
squad. We also added some pop to the lineup 
with Matt Ginn. On the mound, we brought in 
some outstanding freshmen and added [Chris] 
Raley, [Matt] Leffler, and [Kevin] Chapman 
from the [junior college] ranks. However, a 
great core from a year ago is returning with 
… Julian Moya and Danny Gidora. Many 
young guys got a bunch of playing time last 
season and I am excited to see them with that 
experience.
Q. How important is it to have competi-
tion for places?
A. Competition in practice on a daily basis 
is a must--it brings out the best in everyone. We 
are limited in practice as to how much we can 
play outside competition--so we have to cre-
ate it--to see who will step up and take over 
a job.
Q. Is the aim this season to take one step 
further and progress to the NAIA World 
Series?
A. Yes, our goals are No. 1--win the RRAC 
South to assure a good seed in the RRAC tour-
nament; No. 2--win the RRAC tournament to 
earn a bid to the first round of the national 
tournament; and No. 3, a national title.
Q. How big of an achievement would 
that be?
A. Huge--however, it is a long way away, 
yes, that is the light at the end of the tunnel, 
but what we do today and how we prepare for 
tomorrow is what will get us there.
Q. Looking ahead to the weekend, how 
good of a test will Wayland Baptist Univer-
sity be?
A. Wayland is a great team; they were one 
game away from the World Series last year, 
getting beat by eventual national champs 
Lubbock Christian. They are pre-season 
(NAIA ranked) 14th and return some qual-
ity arms. But so do we; all we have to do is 
play our game and I am confident in our guys 
and our abilities.
Q. Who are your main rivals in stopping 
the Scorpions in achieving their goal?
A. Within the RRAC, I believe Northwood 
[University] and [Texas Wesleyan University] 
to be tough again this year.
Q. What would you say is the strongest 
component of your team?
A. We have quality starting pitching, and 
we will have a well-balanced lineup. Our 
defense is much improved as well--I believe 
we are a well-rounded team--but I believe our 
strongest component to be [the players’] co-
hesiveness; they’re a tight-knit group.
Q. How important is it to have a strong 
fan base at the games?
A. Very important. We love having great 
crowds at the game. We have a great facility. I 
know the guys love it when they have our fan 
base behind them.
Q. You’ve been at UTB/TSC for three 
years now; how has the squad and school 
improved since you arrived?
A. The biggest change I have seen in our 
baseball program is the belief factor. Our 
guys have finally started to believe in them-
selves--and the fact is that when we do that--
we’re pretty darn good.
Q. Who should the fans be looking out 
for this year, a new face or one of the old 
guard?
A.  Moya and Gidora will be great to watch 
this year, but we do have a slew of new and 
old faces that are primed for breakout sea-
sons--hopefully, all of them!
Q. Finally, Coach, what are your aspi-
rations for the Scorpions in the long run, 
where do you see the Scorpions in three 
years?
A. My plan is to continue to get the best 
student athletes we can, guys that love the 
game and are willing to put in the hard work 
it takes. I hope by that time we have three 
RRAC titles and some national accolades to 
look back on.










you describe the 
last couple of years? “The last couple 
of years have been a bit of a life-chang-
ing experience. I never thought I would 
experience the people and cultures that I 
now live with. Going to school in Mis-
souri for a year gave me an impression of 
Americans that is a lot different than the 
Americans all over Texas. The last few 
years at UTB have been the best years of 
my life so far.”
Have you ever considered giving up 
golf? “I actually gave up golf my senior 
year of high school. I never really played 
that year. I was a bit burnt out and needed 
to figure out what I wanted to do with my 
life. Luckily, I decided to give golf anoth-
er shot and its really paying off now.”
You’re Canadian, but have lived 
and played in the U.S. for a while now. 
Where is “home?” “Canada will always 
be home regardless of where I am or 
what I am doing. That being said, I have 
come to like a lot of things about the U.S. 
and will probably spend time here after I 
graduate.”
Is there one thing you take every-
where? “My chain my grandpa gave me 
before he died. It has my grandma’s wed-
ding ring melted down as the pendant. I 
never take it off.”
Who has influenced your life the 
most? “My biggest influences are prob-
ably my parents and my uncles.”
Five words to describe you? “The 
first weekend in April.”
--Compiled by Chris Scott
Scorpion second baseman Robert Mariscal practices his swing in the 
batting cage during Thursday’s practice at Scorpion Field.
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SCHOLARSHIPS
UP TO $1,000
TO STUDY ABROAD IN 
SUMMER 2010
Spend a summer session taking UTB/TSC classes in:
• London, UK
• Ayacucho, Peru
• St. Petersburg, Russia
• Seville, Spain
• Paris, France
For more information on the Study Abroad and/or Walter Pierce 
(Liberal Arts) Scholarships, stop by the Study Abroad Office 
at South 251 or visit us online where scholarship forms can be 
downloaded: http://www.utb.edu/vpaa/cla/studyabroad/
your passport for adv
enture!
WHO’S WHO
The following criteria apply to all nominees:
1.   Academic Requirements
 Undergraduates
      -Minimum GPA of 3.0 in all course work
      -Currently enrolled in at least 6 semester hours
      -Completed at least 60 semester hours (juniors and
       seniors only for Who’s Who Among Students in 
       American Universities and Colleges)
       OR
      -Completed at least one semester and have less 
       than 59 semester hours (freshman and
       sophomores only for Who’s Who Among Students in 
       American Junior Colleges)
 Graduates
      -Minimum GPA of 3.75 in all graduate course work
      -Currently enrolled in at least 6 semester hours
      -Completed at least 6 graduate semester hours
 2.   No record of academic or discipline probation or suspension
 3.   A member of at least one UTB/TSC registered student organization
Applications are available at http://www.utb.edu/sa/dos/Pages/whoswho.aspx
Please complete and submit your application to the Dean of Students Office, 
located in the Pan Am building, no later than 4 p.m. February 5.  
For further information, contact David Marquez, 
Coordinator for Student Judicial Affairs, at 882-5141.
Deadline to apply is 4 p.m. Feb. 5
Nominations for the 2009-2010 
Who’s Who Among Students in American Universities and Colleges and Who’s 
Who Among Students in American Junior Colleges are now being accepted by 
the Office of the Dean of Students. This program is to honor outstanding campus 
student leaders for both scholastic, campus and community achievements.
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